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June O’odham We:cij Ahidag Ha:sań Bak / Kaij Cukulig Masad 

San Xavier District of the Tohono O’odham Nation Black 
Mountain Ceremonial Grounds 

REGISTRATION IS FREE~REGISTER EARLY 
LIMITED TO THE FIRST 100 REGISTRANTS 

 
Open to Young Native Men ages 10-21 (age limits enforced) 

Registration & Parental/Guardian  
Consent required 

 

Participation in an outdoor weekend of spiritual, physical, social, cultural & 
educational activities presented by local Native American leaders & elders; 
Men mentoring & teaching younger men.  
 

Daily sunrise circles * Prayer run/walk* Learn about ceremonies*  
Horseback riding * Archery* Traditional food* Arts* Traditional games* Hiking* 
Relationships (puberty, marriage, fatherhood etc.) The roles & responsibilities 
of a male * Team building * And much more! 

Participants will camp for the weekend* All meals will be        
provided. This is a DRUG, ALCOHOL, GANG, & WEAPONS 
FREE Event. All participants are expected to conduct  
themselves in a respectful & responsible manner. Please leave 
all electronics & cell phones at home* Staff phones will be  
available. 

The deadline for the July issue of  the Wa:k newsletter is Friday, June 14, 2019 
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Natural Resources Department 
 

Hello Wa:k Community, I would like to introduce myself, my name is Cie’na Schlaefli and I am the new Natural Resources 
Specialist for the San Xavier District.  I have had the opportunity to work in Wa:k since Fall 2011, when I started working 
for the San Xavier Cooperative Farm.  I feel honored to be in a position to continue to serve the community now working 
for the District.  Having been born and raised in Southern New Mexico, I understand the challenges that face us in the arid 
southwest. As your Natural Resource Specialist I will be focused on monitoring and preserving your water resources,  
helping implement the Range Management Plan, continuing the Mine Reclamation Program, and looking at other ways to 
support our natural systems for the wellbeing of the O’odham and the environment. If you have any questions or thoughts I 
look forward to hearing from you to inform this work.  You may contact me at (520)573-4054 or email me at   
Cschlaefli@waknet.org Thank you! 
 
SAWRSA:  Our previous Hydrologist Scott Rogers is consulting with the District on a few projects that still need  
completion; one is the geophysical investigation work to locate future recovery wells for the proposed Coop Farm  
Extension project, another is the on-going mine and reclamation plan, and also training Cie’na on well readings and other 
field work.  In March staff attended a Water Summit with the Allottee Association and Cooperative Association Boards and 
staff to review and discuss previous water summits, discussed Long-term storage credits, District’s Water Management 
Plan, and the status of the Drought Contingency Plan.  
 
We would like to acknowledge and extend a big “Thank You” to Archaeology Southwest for their presentation and site visit 
here at Wa:k on May 2nd.  We had visitors from Colombia who were interested in our community’s culture and heritage, as 
well as, our District departments and how we serve the community.       
 
Riparian Restoration:  The Temporary Seasonal Groundskeeper position is still open until filled, and if you are interested,  
please fill out an application and submit to Manuel Martinez or Jeffrey Ortega in the San Xavier District Human Resources  
Department.  The rate of pay is $11.00.  Any questions about duties or qualifications, please call us or HR. 
 
Monitor Program:  Monitors were assigned to the following projects:  Sanchez Design Services conducted a field survey of 
water & sewer appurtenances.  Kappcon, Inc. continued with construction activities at the TOKA III/Black Mountain  
Housing Development Site.  TOUA made water line repairs at the intersection of Mission & Los Reales Rd., and cleared 
brush near Little Nogales Rd. & Koli Ki Wog.  Pima County Department of Transportation temporarily installed speed  
hoses east of I-19.   
 
“SAVE THE DATES” 
 
We would like to announce that we will have the ponds filled and water flowing in the streams at the Wa:k Hikdan on  
Saturday, June 8th and Saturday, June 22nd.  Please stop by and take a stroll under the shade and enjoy the green 
scenery for the day.  Flyers will be posted on the community bulletin boards and will be announced on Facebook.   
 
Thank you. 
David Tenario, NRD Assistant Supervisor 
 
 

mailto:Cschlaefli@waknet.org
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HOUSING DEPARTMENT 
It is important to change or clean the air filter to your  
residential HVAC unit once a month; which is part of the 
preventative maintenance of a home, as  a home owner.  
 
The air filter keeps the HVAC unit running efficiently, and 
prevents expensive cost on repairs or replacement of a 
residential HVAC unit. A clog air filter causes the HVAC 
unit to working harder than it needs too. This would result 
in causing a short life span of the HVAC unit and a higher 
energy bill.  
 
The benefits of cleaning or replacing your HVAC air filter 
are as follow: 1. Lowering the cost on your energy bill. 2. A 
clean air filter will help not to circulate dust, dust mites, and 
other particles in the air of the home.  
 
See the following link for more information.   http://
allweatherheatingandairconditioning.com/blog/importance-
changing-air-filter-homes-hvac-system/  
 
By Marlon Holiday 

San Xavier District  
Human Resources  
 

Here is the revised schedule for the summer youth  
Program: 
 
SYEP-June 03, session I; June 28, end of session one; 
SYEP-July 01, session II; July 25, end of session two.  
Youths 18 years of age are eligible for the program.  
 
Open positions:  
 Instrument Technician – Open SXD & T.O.N.         

Membership only. Open until filled. 
 Seasonal Groundskeeper – Open SXD & T.O.N. 
       Membership only: Open until filled 
 Custodian – Open to the Public. Open until filled.   
 Tradesman (Maintenance Department) – Open to the 

Public: Open until filled.   
 HVAC Technician – Open to the Public: Open until 

filled.  
 Cultural Group Facilitator – Open to SXD & T.O.N. 

Membership only: Open until filled. 
By Jeffrey Ortega 

WA:K Senior Services 
 

Hello WA:K community, just want to let you know that our 
grand opening for our new building has been moved to 
June, not sure on the date, will let you know on the district 
Facebook. We have been moving our stuff out of the     
District building, and have cancelled our congregate until 
we move into the new senior center. I have been working 
on our FY-2020 budget and our goals and objectives for 
our budget meeting coming up. 
 
Activities  
 May 2, Chairman Nunez came to the congregate to 

address the community concerns. 
 May 7-9, our teams competed in the senior games in 

Quechan. 
 May 11, most of our seniors attended the Elder Day 

Event at the Desert Diamond II. 
 May 24, we will be providing the meal for Memorial 

Day in the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) 
 
By Dennis Ramon 

SXD CLOTHING GRANT 

SAN XAVIER DISTRICT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
CLOTHING GRANT CRITERIA 

Parent Guardian and/or child who has met membership of 
San Xavier District 

Must receive assistance from the following: 
 

 Cash General Assistance, Unemployment, Food 
Stamps , Commodities 

 

“Three students per household: 
MUST submit applications to San Xavier Education 

Center NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY,  
June 5, 2019 5:00, 
NO EXCEPTIONS  

(Incomplete applications will not be accepted) 
 

San Xavier Education Committee will review all  
applications on June 5, 2019 

If receipts are NOT turned in, your application for 2020 will 
not be considered. 

For more information, please contact  
Education Department 520 807-8620 

http://allweatherheatingandairconditioning.com/blog/importance-changing-air-filter-homes-hvac-system/
http://allweatherheatingandairconditioning.com/blog/importance-changing-air-filter-homes-hvac-system/
http://allweatherheatingandairconditioning.com/blog/importance-changing-air-filter-homes-hvac-system/
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 S-ke:g Tas Wa:k Community! 
 
My name is Hohokimul Carlyle and I am 11 years old, my 
parents are Floyd Alvarez and Rowena Carlyle. As your Jr. 
Miss Wa:k Ceksan I have been traveling to many places 
and participating in parades and community events. My 
favorite place so far was our trip to San Carlos, because 
their traditional performances were showing their way of 
life (Apache). I enjoyed listening and watching the  
comedian because he was very funny. Also, because 
there was an Elvis impersonator. Through these past 
months of traveling I have met new friends and I get to see 
them at other places that we travel. Throughout this  
experience I have been able to create close relationships 
with Ellie, Sunnea, Dyanni, Davalyn, my sister Kiohod and 
Lalana. The main honor, is me being able to represent our 
community in near and far places.  
 

Hohokimul Carlyle  

Hello Wa:k, 
 
My name is Kiohod Carlyle, I am your Lil Miss Wa:k 
Ceksan 1st attendant. My parents are Floyd Alvarez and 
Rowena Carlyle. I have been traveling to many placed to 
watch pageants and be in parades. I have fun being with 
the girls and representing my community. I like seeing all 
the young women wearing their traditional dresses, they 
are so colorful, and everything represents something. 
Many weekends we get up early in the mornings to either 
fundraise or to travel, but we get to do it together and 
that’s what makes it fun. Thank you for all the support you 
have provided to us! 
 

Kiohod Carlyle 
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THE PROBATE OFFICE HAS CHANGED THEIR  
OUTREACH HOURS AND DATE TO THE   

FOLLOWING: 
 

THE PROBATE STAFF WILL BE AT THE SAN XAVIER  
DISTRICT OFFICE ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF 
EACH MONTH FROM 10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM. THIS 
MONTH: 

June 13, 2019 
 
THE STAFF IS AVAILABLE FOR ANY QUESTIONS              
ON-GOING CASES, AND IF YOU NEED TO REPORT A 
CHANGE IN YOUR ADDRESS. YOU MAY REACH THE      
PROBATE OFFICE AT THE FOLLOWING  
 

(520) 383-3339    (520) 383-2809     (520) 471-2461 

Skeg Tas Wa:k Comminity, 
 
My name is Florabelle Mamake, I was born and raised here 
in Wa:k Commuity. I been employed by the Tohono  
O’odham Nation for 9yrs, under the Community Health 
Representative, CHR Program.  I have been in the  
community since November doing door to door home visits, 
we are about the whole community, not only elderly.  Upon 
my visits I do Education/Prevention on health topics, Blood 
Glucose check, Blood Pressure checks, monitor  
Respirations, Pulse rate, oxygen level, foot checks, safety 
checks indoors and outdoors, and we work closely with 
Tohono O’odham Nation Health Care.  I also am a Cancer 
Navigator for Cancer Patients, in the near future I will be 
scheduling presentations in the community on various 
health topics.   
 
My schedule here in Wa:k is Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
8am – 5pm, unless I have a training or meeting I need to 
attend.  If you are not home I will leave a “Sorry I missed 
you” note with the time and date I attempted the home  
visit.  
 
Should you have any questions or concerns the  
number to our office is 383-6200 Community Health  
Services.   
 
I encourage you to DRINK PLENTY OF WATER during 
these HOT SUMMER DAYS to keep hydrated!!! 
 
Thank you, 
Florabelle Mamake 
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San Xavier District Council 
 

Meeting of June 4, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.  
Location Council Chambers 

 
AGENDA - Tentative 

 
 
1.     Welcome and Opening Remarks: 
 
2.     Invocation: 
 
3. Review and Approval of Agenda: 
 
4. New Business: 

 
a. Certification of the newly     

elected officials for the San Xavier 
District.  

 
5.     Chairman Activity Report: 

 
6. Vice Chairman Activity Report: 

 
7. Minutes: 

 
8.     TOLC updates: 
 
9.     Announcements: 
 
1. Young Men’s Gathering from 

June 5th – June 8th, 2019. 
2. Second District Council      

meeting scheduled on June 18, 
2019 at 7 p.m. 

3. District Community meeting    
postponed to June 20, 2019 at    
6 p.m. 

 
All meetings will be held in the     
Council Chambers and subject           

to change 
 

10.    Adjournment:               

 San Xavier District Community 
 

Meeting of June 20, 2019 at 6:00 P.M. 
Location - District Council Chambers 

 
AGENDA - Tentative 

 
 
1.  Welcome and Opening Remarks: 
 
2.  Invocation: 
 
3.  Call to the Audience: 
 
A.   Sgt. Bryan Antone, TOPD San   
Xavier Sub-Station – Presenting the 
monthly statistics report for the San 
Xavier District. 
 
B.    Mr. Dennis Ramon, Director, SXD 
Senior Services Department– To      
present the Wa:k Senior Services     
Department Power point presentation. 
 
4.  TOLC Reports: 
 
5.  SXDC Reports: 
     
6.  Announcements: 
 
► District Council meeting scheduled 

on July 2, 2019 at 7 p.m. 
► District Community meeting       

postponed to July 13, 2019 at 9 
a.m. 

► District Council meeting scheduled 

on June July 16, 2019 at 7 p.m. 

All meetings will be held in the Council 

Chambers and are subject to change 

 

7.   Adjournment:  

San Xavier District Council 
 

Meeting of June 18, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.  
Location Council Chambers 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
1.   Welcome and Opening Remarks: 
 
2.   Invocation: 
 
3. Review and Approval of Agenda: 
 
4. New Business: 

 
a.  Mr. Mario Reyes, Director, SXD 

Finance Department – Present the 
Month SXD financial report, in a 
closed session. 

 
5.   Chairman Activity Report: 

 
6. Vice Chairman Activity Report: 

 
7. Minutes: 

 
8.   TOLC updates: 
 
9.   Announcements: 
 
►  Inaguration Ceremony scheduled on 

June 15, 2019 further details pending. 
► District Community meeting          

postponed to June 20, 2019 at 6 p.m. 
► District Council meeting scheduled on 

July 2, 2019 at 7 p.m. 
► District Community meeting        

scheduled on July 13, 2019 at 9 a.m. 
► District Council meeting scheduled on 

July 16, 2019 at 7 p.m. 
    

All meetings will be held in the Council 
Chambers and subject to change 

 
10.  Adjournment:  

 Copies of resolutions and related information can be obtained at the San Xavier District Council office, upon proper request. 
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 Date Res. No. Title  

05/13/19 05-19-01 “Granting a Grand-Fathered Land Assignment and San Xavier District Emergency Home for JoAnn C. 

Preston” 

Motion made by Dennis Ramon and second by Phyllis Valenzuela, tally results; 4 for, 0 against, 0 not vot-

ing, 1 absent.  Motion carried.  

05/13/19 05-19-02 “Granting a Tribal Land Assignment for Terrance Corella” 

 Motion made by Philbert Bailey and second by Phyllis Valenzuela, tally results; 4 for, 0 against, 0 not vot-

ing, 1 absent.  Motion carried.  

05/13/19 05-19-03 “Tabling Item 4.B for Tohono O’odham Gaming Enterprise’s Feasibility Study” 

 Motion made by Dennis Ramon and second by Philbert Bailey; tally results; 3 for, 1 against, 0 not voting, 1 

absent.  Motion carried.  

05/13/19 05-19-04 “Approving the Donation Request for the Wa:k Youth Council to attend the United National Indian Youth 

(UNITY) National Conference 2019 in Orlando, Florida” 

 Motion made by Tony Burrell and second by Katrina Thomas, tally results; 5 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, 0 

absent.  Motion carried.  

05/13/19 05-19-05 “Supporting the San Xavier Cooperative Association, Inc., Application for a State of Arizona Department of 

Agriculture Industrial Hemp Program. 

 Motion made by Tony Burrell and second by Dennis Ramon, tally results; 2 for, 1 against, 2 not voting, 0 

absent.  Motion carried.  

05/13/19 05-19-06 “Appointing Mr. Austin G. Nunez to the Wa:k O’odham Foundation Board” 

 Motion made by Dennis Ramon and second by Tony Burrell, tally results; 

5 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, 0 absent.  Motion carried.  

05/13/19 05-19-07 “Accepting the Minutes of April 16,2019 as Amended”  

Motion made by Katrina Thomas and second by Dennis Ramon, tally result; 5 for, 0 against, 0 not voting, 0 

absent.  Motion carried.  

    Second Council meeting is scheduled on May 21st and additional resolutions will be included to the June 

report. 

“Vacant and term ending positions to the San Xavier District Council Recommending Committees, District Council Alternate positions 
and Legislative Alternate position, must be a District enrolled member and registered to vote within the San Xavier District” 
 

Finance Committee – (1) vacant position from the Community at large 
 

Culture & Natural Resources Committee – Mr. Nicholas Vilson has been appointed to the committee 
 

Terms Up For Committee Members June 2019 and accepting letters of interest 
From the Community at large and appointments will follow in July 2019. 

 

Elliott Ortega – Health & Education 
Marian Joaquin – Health & Education 

Veronica Alvarez – Planning & Housing 
Tony Burrell – Culture & Natural Resources 

Carmen Mattias – Election 
Geraldine Encinas – Election 

Harlan Moreno - Election 
 

Council alternates:  (2) vacant positions for Dennis Ramon and Tony Burrell from the Community at large  
Terms ending in May 2021. 

 

(New membership will change to the Council and Committees after the May 2019 Elections) 
  

Interested individuals from the community at large may submit a letter of interest to the San Xavier District Council department.  The 
Council staff will notify you to be present at a future Council meeting to deal with your appointment by resolution to fill in the vacant 
positions.  All vacant positions are being advertised in the monthly Wa:k Newsletter to the  community at large must be a District    
enrolled member and registered to vote.  District members may apply for more than one committee, the District Council and their  
Alternates may represent one committee. You may call the Council department for questions at (520) 573.4026, 573.4028 and 
573.4006. 
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As always, thank you for your commitment and supporting 
your child’s education. Look forward to serving you and  
everyone else as you continue your education. 
Carmen H. Martinez – Education Program Administrator 

 

Greetings Wa:k Community, 
 

I want to personally thank the parents, grandparents, and 
guardians of our Voices of Our Youth group in giving Loretta 
Encinas, Gloria Rios, Rowena Carlyle and myself the            
opportunity to work and mentor your youth.  The Voices of Our 
Youth program concluded in May with our yearly Family Night 
event and a trip to the Main Event in Phoenix, AZ.  
 

For the 2018 - 2019 school year, I would like to congratulate all 
Voices of Our Youth participants on your hard work,         
achievements, and dedication to the Voices of Our Youth      
program.  It has been a joy and pleasure working with all of you 
and getting to know you.   
 

 

 

JUNE 2019 

SAN XAVIER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Joscell Bailey Lilliana Joaquin Lamar Nish 

Trendon Campos Jashawnna Jose Uriah Nish 

Domonique Corella A’adream Lake Eliana Norris 

Kionna Encinas Michael Lake Sequoia Norris 

Anessa Francisco Ashley Lopez Sunnea Norris 

Journey Garcia Damien Lopez Octavio Nunez 

Cheyenne Ignacio Markall Maldonado Aliza Osequeda 

Annaleah Joaquin Gianna Mattias Dancing Bear Osegueda 

Eliho Joaquin Josiah Moreno Deliah Pablo 

Justyne Pablo Sereleia Preston Alysha Thomas 

Alonzo Preston Sonya Salway Emily Thomas 

In addition, we could not be more proud of our VOY 2019 
high school seniors, Octavio Nunez, Serelia Preston, and 
Alysha Thomas, as well as all of our San Xavier District 8th 
grade promotees, high school seniors, and college           
graduates. All of the hard work you have put in has paid off. 
We at the San Xavier Education Center wish all of you       
success in everything that you do. Congratulations and    
Happy Graduation! 



10 

Hello, San Xavier Community: 
 
The Education center is looking forward to a very busy June 
and July.  We will be kicking off our Summer Reading        
Program on June 03 and ending on June 20, 2019.  We     
encourage the students to take advantage and participate in 
the numerous programs.   
 
Have a safe and enjoyable summer.  Stay hydrated and keep 
on the lookout for the desert animals who also need to live 
among us. 
 
If you would like additional information, you can call  
520-807-8620 and speak to one of the staff. 
 

Loretta Encinas & Gloria Rios 

Community Liaisons 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE LIBRARY! 
 

Well, we are extremely excited to begin our summer infant/
toddler program 2019. 

 

We will have two sessions with the first session from  
June 3 – 14. 

Ages 0 – 2 from 10am-11am 
Ages 3 &4 from 1pm-2pm 

 

The same schedule will resume in the second session from 
July 1 – 12. 

 

Applications are currently available 
For more information call Gertie or Therese at  

520-807-8621 
 

Gertrude Lopez – Learning Resource  
Coordinator 

Therese McCarthy – Learning Center Aide 

This is a momentary enlightenment in the month of May.  
Ko’ok Maṣad, “The Painful Moon” In the previous years from 
our early descendants. The raining season was late and the 
O’odham people lived entirely on wild foods without planting 
at all. When the foods ripened, during, or after the raining 
season wild foods would be gathered and stored to last 
throughout the year.  This is just before the giant cactus     
harvest. During the month of May, the O’odham people would 
gather wild plants such as cholla buds (ceolim), dasylirion 
wheeleri (u:mug), fish hook cacti (jiawul), I’itoi Onion (siwol), 
and these are the natural foods for the month of May. 
 

Elizabeth Ortega, Culture & Language 
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San Xavier District of the  
Tohono O’odham Nation 
2018 W. San Xavier Road 
Tucson, AZ 85746 
Phone: (520) 573-4000 
Fax:     (520) 573-4089 

 


