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Natural Resources Department

Greetings, Wa:k Community! We hope you are
doing well and getting outdoors as much as
possible to enjoy all the activities this time of
year, such as the O’odham Wapkial Ha-Tas in
Sells or even the upcoming Wa:k Pow Wow. It’s
a good time to be outside and appreciate Jewed
Ka:cim (Mother Earth) as we move towards
spring. 
 
There are a few notices and announcements we
would like to take a moment and share with
you: 
 
Natural Resources Specialist: Winter is upon us
in Wa:k as the O’odham traditional calendar
refers to this moon as Gakimdag Masad or “the
moon where animals lose fat”. This time of year
is challenging for both people and animals due
to the dry weather and scarcity of food in the
desert. Many animals are searching for food and
water, especially the deer. Recently, a deer was
hit on Mission Road (south of the community).
The deer pose a particular safety hazard to
vehicles and passenger safety, especially around
dusk and dawn. As such, I would encourage
community members to use caution and lower
their speed while moving about in their vehicles
for both animals and people’s safety. 
 
Also, there has been some activity from at least
(1) mountain lion near the Misson & San Xavier
Road area (photo attached). Again, please use
caution while walking about the community
around dawn & dusk time. Be mindful of your
pet’s welfare, especially during the evening, as
mountain lions are nocturnal hunters. 

Please call our Ranger Department at (520)
471-8092 if you would like to report an accident
involving wildlife or encounter wildlife at your
home. 
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Monitor Program: The Misson Road Pole
Replacement Project is set to take place in
early February and is expected to be
completed by May. TEP has subcontracted
Sturgeon Electric to replace approximately
90 old poles and install new poles in their
place. The work area will be on Mission
Road (heading south from Valencia Road to
Pima Mine Road). TEP will keep our office
updated weekly, and notices will be placed
on Facebook indicating which area pole
replacement activity is taking place. Please
take caution when in these areas; we
appreciate your patience & understanding! 

Our department has been involved with the
following meetings or activities: staff
participated in the Green Valley Core Group
Meeting to receive updates on the Green
Valley Regional Water Supply Appraisal
Study. We attended (2) Asarco Update
Meetings with UKLA & Asarco
representatives to discuss livestock issues &
solutions. Staff met to discuss the SXD Wa:k
Comprehensive Plan and attended the
Driver’s Safety Awareness & Van
Certification Training. We were also
involved with the EcoTruths for Indigenous
Youth group to take measurements of
cottonwood & cattails as part of a request
made by SXDC.



Natural Resources Contd.

Last month, our new Natural Resources
Specialist, Mr. Ulrick Francisco, joined our staff.
We’ll have him introduce himself in next
month's article, and we’ve included his office
extension number below. Also, temporarily, Ms.
Miranda Flores is assisting our department until
we hire an Administrative Assistant. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact us: David Tenario (520) 573-4056, Geena
Johnson (520) 573-4055, Morgan Parsons (520)
573-4057, Ulrick Francisco (520) 573-4054, or
Miranda Flores (520) 573-4053.

Thank you from the NRD Staff & Happy
Valentine’s Day!
David Tenario, NRD Director
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Greetings Wa:k Elders, 
 
 The Senior Services Program would like to wish
everyone a Happy New Year! Wow, 2025 is here
and moving fast forward; we are already in the
second month of the new year and busy
providing services to the Wa:k Elders. These
services include meals, home health visits,
medication refills, pickup/delivery,
transportation to and from congregate and
doctor appointments, and medical supplies
deliveries. If you have any questions regarding
our services, please get in touch with us or stop
by our office for more information. 

The recent weather has changed. In January, we
had plenty of very cold days and nights. Our
bodies were trying to adjust as we got used to
the warm weather we had in November and
December. With this cold weather, colds come.
If you are experiencing cold/Flu symptoms,
please stay home and get tested, as COVID-19 is
still prevalent. We have seen the numbers of
COVID-19 going up again across the Nation, so
be cautious and continue to mask up, wash
hands, and sanitize. 

If you have any questions regarding our services,
we can come to your home. Please call us, and
we can set an appointment for us to provide
information and answer any questions you may
have. 

Senior Services Director
Marian Joaquin

Wa:k Senior Services Department
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Ranger Department

Important Phone Numbers

Emergency- 911

Tohono O’odham Police- (520) 383-3275 or
(520) 383-3276

San Xavier Ranger Department (520)
807-8499

San Xavier Interim Ranger Supervisor-
(520) 471-8092

Stats for December &
January

Security/ Welfare
Checks- 0

Public Assist- 6 Suspicious Vehicle- 1

Community Assist- 6 Accident- 1

Animal Control- 9 Property Damage- 2
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Hello Wa:k community, 
We hope your year is off to a great start;
here are some friendly notices and
reminders from the Ranger Department. 

Notice: Please be advised that Hunter
Bothof will serve as the Interim Ranger
Supervisor until further notice and can be
reached on the Ranger's cellphone at
(520)471-8092 or extension 8483. 

Curbside Service: If you do not have
curbside service, Tohono O’odham Nation
Solid Waste provides curbside service for
$18.00 every three months. If you are
interested, please contact the Ranger
Department; we will provide you with the
application. Please do your part to keep
the community clean. If you have any bulk
items that need to be picked up, you can
contact Tohono O’odham Solid Waste. 

The Ranger Department has started to do
roadside cleanups internally. Please do
your part and pick up your trash. Rangers
will be out twice a week working on San
Xavier and Mission Road. Please keep a
lookout for our staff and obey the speed
limit.
Thank you for your continuous support.

Animal Control: Please contact
Tohono O’odham Nation Animal
Control if you have a dog or cat
problem. T.O.N Animal Control 520-
383- 6482. Also, remember to get your
dog or cat spayed and/or neutered to
help control the pet population.

Please be on the lookout for any
suspicious people dropping off
their animals on the reservation. If
you see anything, please call us.
For any deceased animals, please
contact us as soon as possible.
We highly encourage you to keep
your pets on a leash and be
considerate of your neighbors.

REMINDER: This is a reminder to report
any suspicious persons, activity, or
vehicles to the police department. Thank
you for doing your part in keeping our
community safe.



Case Wellness Manager
Margaret Unito

S-ke:g Tas and S-hekig Wecij Ahidag!
(Good day and Happy New Year!)
After a short time without students
attending the Ap’edag Ki: we now move
forward into the beginning of a new year
starting with January 2025 “Gakimdag
Masad.” Staff are confident that the
students have enjoyed their winter break,
being at home with their families and are
welcomed back.

During December and due to the short
month, the students were engaged in a
few activities before their winter break.
Students made candy cane sleighs and
cone-shaped Christmas trees. Their
Christmas trees were used for
centerpieces at their Christmas party held
with the Education Center on 12/18/24.
Students received gifts from Santa and
were served Indian Tacos and goodies. It
was an enjoyable event with games, prizes,
and a visit from Santa Claus. We also want
to thank Ben from the COVID department
for Being a good sport in the Reindeer
antelope toss game!! (See Photos)

The Ap’edagi Ki: extends our deepest
condolences to the families who have
lost a loved one, and we pray that the
Creator will comfort you throughout this
difficult time.
Thank you

O’odham Ap’edag Ki: / People
Wellness House
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Feb. 8: Baptisms
 Next openings June 7

Feb.15: First Reconciliation Retreat for Religious
Education students

Feb. 17: 7:00 PM Reconciliation Service in the
Church
 
All are welcome
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S-ke:g Tas Wa:k Community,
 
Half of the 2024-2025 school year is
complete. I want to thank the parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and more for
your ongoing dedication to your child’s
education. Please know how much we
value the importance of your role as a
supporter and motivator for your child –
you are your child’s coach! Please continue
to check daily with your child on their
progress, asking them to show you the
completed assignments and affirm when
you see them working independently or
being involved in live instruction. If you
have questions regarding your child’s
progress, please do not hesitate to contact
your child’s teacher or a staff member at
the Education Center, as they/we are
always more than happy to discuss and
assist you in any way. 
 
To continue focusing on the well-being of
our students, parents, and community, we
need to nurture what makes us whole and
balanced. Here are some new proposals for
a new approach to motivate your students
to have a successful school year:
 

 

1. Emphasis on mental/behavioral health:
Students and parents should have time daily
to go outside, spend time with their pets, or
engage in any activity that helps address
anxiety.
2. A daily period of physical activity.
3. Nature activities. A daily period for
exploration of nature or being in nature with
awareness or a research project that allows
families to get outside of the home, even if for
a short period of time.4.
4. Focusing on writing, reading, and math
skills will allow students to maintain a level of
proficiency that will be the basis of their
learning when we can finally return to regular
schooling.
5. Guided discussions about current events
and discussions about how to do internet
searches, fact-check information found on the
internet, and look for opposing points of view
on current issues, etc.
 
We thank you for your continued support of
your child's education. I look forward to
serving you and everyone else as you
continue your education. 

Wa:k Spirit
U:walig Masad/ Deer Mating Month



 S-ke:g Taṣ wesig ’Em Wui
In December 2024, the SXD
Education Center invited community
members to participate in the annual
Christmas Caroling. The community
rehearsed from the end of November
through December 11. The SXD
Community Caroling sang at the SXD
Community Christmas dinner. Then,
on December 19 and 23, the group
shared their Christmas songs with the
Wa:k Community, bringing Christmas
cheer to the elders and more. Thank
you to everyone who came and
shared their joy and laughter. 

Have a safe month and continue to
stay warm. 

SXD Culture & Language Teacher
Elizabeth Ortega
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We are excited to announce our STEM night on
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, from 6pm—7:30
We continue to serve Headstart, Elders,
Afterschool and infant/toddler programs with
reading time. The library hours are Monday—
Friday from 8am—5pm.

Basic Guitar classes are on Wednesdays from
5:30—6:30 for teens and adults. Please call
Gertie for more information.

Pima County Bookmobile continues to visit the
Education Center every first Wednesday of the
month from 3 to 4 p.m.

We have two little libraries outside the
Education building with books that you are
welcome to come and take, especially if your
child needs a book for homework or if you just
need a good book to read. You do not have to
bring the book back. 

We will also have the tax program installed on a
computer in the library for those who come in to
do your taxes. You are more than welcome to
have someone come in and help you with your
taxes. Please note the library staff are not
trained to help with taxes.

For information or questions regarding the
library, please call Gertie at 520-807-8621.
 HAVE AN AWESOME FEBRUARY!

Learning Resources Coordinator- 
Gertrude Lopez
Learning Center Aide-
Elissa Encinas
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 Skeg Tas Wa:k Community
 
We are off to a great start of a new year with our
students! We would like to give a shout out to all of
the parents for continuing to do a wonderful job with
getting students to school on time. Please continue
to keep up the wonderful work.

Our ASP (After School Program) had a wonderful
Christmas Party with a visit from Sant a Claus before
their Winter Break. During our Christmas party, Santa
Claus handed out presents to all our students in the
ASP program. Thank you to our staff for all your hard
work. The party turned out great! 

Our VOY (Voices of Our Youth) students had the
opportunity to climb Baboquivari Mountain during
their Winter Break. Following the hike, we took them
to Peter Piper Pizza and a movie at Harkins.

It’s the beginning of a new semester and we would
like to encourage all the students to continue to do
your homework and bring your grades up. Continue
to get to school on time and be present. It makes a
big difference in your grades. If you need help, please
don’t hesitate to ask your teacher, your Native
American advisor, your parents/guardians or us here
at the Education Center.

Parents—we know it’s the beginning of the semester,
but we would encourage you also to take time and
spend a few hours with your child and their
homework. It makes it easy for both of you and your
child to stay on top of their homework before the
semester ends. Our children need all of us to be
successful in their education and we all need to be
supportive of our students.

May you all be safe. Please continue to encourage
your students to wash their hands and wear a face
mask if needed.
SAPE

Community Liaisons
Anna Butler & Aliza Osegueda
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San Xavier District of the
Tohono O’odham Nation
2018 W. San Xavier Road
Tucson, Arizona 85746
Phone: (520) 573-4000
Fax: (520) 573-4089


