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This report is our 2nd quarter submission of our travels.  For January, we had a two-day workshop on 

“Public Speaking” at our Community Building with the girls. We had the Miss Indian Arizona Royalty do a 

presentation for us, and we had the honor of District Chairman Nunez, Vice Chairwoman Sally Pablo, and 

our own District former royalty.  I learned a lot from these workshop. I learned to not be afraid of talking 

to crowds of people, and everyone is afraid of doing that so it takes a lot of practice and courage to speak 

in front of crowds. It is normal to be scared, so you learn from your mistakes so you can encourage your-

self to try again.  Even my own auntie Karlette, I didn’t know she ran a couple of times to get the title 

and she won, so now I know I can compete again to win a title, something new we learn everyday 

We attended the outgoing Miss Tohono O’odham Nation Farewell Celebration in North Komelic, Sif Oidak 

District.  It was mostly our Nation’s Royalty which was nice, and I got to see a couple of my relatives. It 

was mostly her family and her District support. She shared her experience. 

Attending the Miss Tohono O’odham Nation pageant at Baboquavari H/S Fine Arts building, we supported 

A’Dream Lake from our community. She did a great job and received 2nd Attendant. She was a winner in 

my eyes, and I wish her the best of luck in her new position. 

Next was our Wapakial Ha:Tas Parade in Sells, Az. We did a float for our entry, we learned a new song 

from Mikey Enis, thank him for that, and I learned how to make a seagull for our float, which was fun.  All 

the girls learned the song and sang it at the judges’ stand.  Our seagulls were hanging like they were fly-

ing with the clouds.  Everyone put their help in; thank you Karen Antone for helping us with the clouds, 

seagulls, and the food from the parents while we made our decorations for our float.  During the parade it 

was a good experience. It gave me a chance to have fun with my royalty sisters and it is something I en-

joy doing and hope to do more. Everyone took time with their creative minds for their floats and had fun, 

and it showed everyone worked together.  Congratulations to all of us for taking 1st Place for Royalty for 

the parade. 

I attended the Pisinimo Ceksan Tas, and my grandmothers, Francine & Jolene Ramon were able to take 

me. I would like to thank them. We took my cousin Tyee with us.  It was a short parade.  Annalicia, Al-

ynah, Kiara and myself were able to represent our community.  We took second place for the royalty.  We 

stayed for the events for the day, and saw different performers. 

We participated in our pow-wow for grand entry on Sunday.  I have never participated in the pow-wow 

before, something new I learned again. 

We have had  2 fundraisers this quarter: breakfast sales at the softball tournament.  I wasn’t able to help 
but  we donated, we had our family reunion. I’d like to thank Marisa Jose for allowing us to sell the break-
fast burros at their tournament, and Michelle, Melissa and Annalicia for being able to sell them.  We had a 
sweet booth at the pow-wow on Sunday and did really good there.  I want  to thank my grand mothers, 
Francine & Jolene Ramon, for helping us. I want to thank everyone for your continued support of our 
fundraisers when we have them.   

Danaliah Miguel 
1st Attendant, Jr. Miss Wa:k Ceksan  
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Ske:g Tas Everyone ! 

My name is Arianna Moreno, and I am your Miss Wa;k Ceksan 1st Attendant 2023-2024. Over these past 
three months, my royalty sisters and I have been busy traveling to different communities on the nation and 
fundraising  for all of our travels. Starting in January, we attended the Miss Tohono O’Odham Nation Farwell 
Banquet. I enjoyed spending time with Eleni and celebrating all the accomplishments she’s had throughout 
her reign. The following weekend was  the pageant for Miss T.O, there I got to see all the girls present their 
different talents and I thought they all did an amazing job. Going on to February, we attended the O’odham 
Wapkial Ha:Tas in Sells. I had a lot of fun being in the parade and seeing all of the beautiful floats. Next we 
participated in  the Iwo Jima Flag  Raising Military Parade. There, I got to see the many veterans come to-
gether for the parade,  and I enjoyed it especially because  seeing them made me think about how one day I 
want to be just like them. The next day, we went to the Pisinemo Pageant. Although only two girls were run-
ning I still enjoyed seeing the talents they had to share with us. Moving on to March, I think was our busiest 
time. Starting with the Pisin Mo’o Ceksan Tas where we were part of the parade and got to enjoy all the dif-
ferent events throughout the day. After spending the day there, we headed home to rest. Then, in the even-
ing we participated in the Grand Entry for our Wa:k Pow Wow. The following day, we had a fundraiser on the 
last day of our Wa:k Pow Wow, where we sold sweets and snacks, and participated in the Grand Entry. We 
had a lot of fun selling our snacks and welcoming everyone who came near and far to attend our annual Pow 
Wow. This past weekend, we attended the Gila River Pageant. I enjoyed seeing all the contestants and their 
amazing talent presentations and learning new things about their community. We also attended the Mul-Chu-
Tha Parade. Overall, I’ve had a lot of fun attending pageants, meeting my new royalty sisters, participating in 
parades, and learning new things. I look forward to all of our upcoming appearances. Thank you all for your 
continued love and support, have a wonderful month of April.  

Arianna Moreno 
1st Attendant, Miss Wa:k Ceksan  
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Natural Resources 

Greetings Wa:k Community! We hope everyone had a nice 
& pleasant Easter. Our department has been quite busy this 
past month. Recently, we held interviews for our Natural 
Resources Specialist position, and after much considera-
tion, the interview panel finalized their selection to fill the 
position. Stay tuned for next month’s edition, when we will 
highlight the person joining our team and have them share a 
bit about themselves. 
 
Staff have also been busy attending various meetings such 
as the Asarco Working Group Meeting, the Roadside Clean-
up Planning Meeting, the Green Valley Regional Water 
Study Meeting, the Four Southern Tribes Meeting, the SXD 
Climate Change Workshop planning meeting, the Rainwater 
Harvesting Project Contracts Meeting, the Culture and Nat-
ural Resources Committee Meetings, planned Earth week 
activities for the staff, participated in the Coronado Film 
Event, presented at the World Water Day, and took part in 
the SXD/TON Leadership/Cultural Affairs tour. 
 
Climate Change Workshops have been underway. We have 
been discussing community concerns about climate 
change, what resources already exist that help the commu-
nity be resilient to climate change, and what gaps we may 
need to focus on.  The final workshop will be on April 6th, 
where we will discuss solutions further and start prioritizing 
actions the District can take to prepare for the effects of a 
warming climate. 
 
ASARCO has completed storm water control designs on the 
North Pit’s West end. The District, SXAA, and TON have all 
reviewed these documents and the pre-bid package to pro-
vide comments before ASARCO sent out for bid. The Dis-
trict looks forward to this work being completed to protect 
our vital surface water resources. 
 
The District received 5 applications for home site rainwater 
harvesting installations. With the funding available through 
ARPA, we will be able to install rainwater harvesting fea-
tures for all 5 home sites and 2 new homes currently being 
built by the Housing Department. Rainwater harvesting 
landscaping is a great way to provide water to native vege-
tation to support growing shade and food. Keep an eye out 
for future workshops to learn how you can do this at your 
own home. 
 
 

The Natural Resources staff provided tours of the Wa:k 
Hikdan to three groups: The Sonoran Institute Board of Di-
rectors, the Saguaro National Monument Interns, and the 
Mission Garden group. All 3 groups came out and enjoyed a 
wonderful day at our Riparian Site and provided plenty of 
positive feedback. We are also assisting with getting the 
Hikdan ready for the upcoming Young Women’s Gathering. 
Our Groundskeepers are doing a wonderful job maintaining 
the Hikdan, utilizing the brush chipper mulch to spread on 
the access roads, thus helping to suppress dust and control 
erosion. If anyone would like to reserve the Wa:k Hikdan for 
any occasion, please call our office and request a form. 
 
We had 4 different agencies requesting monitors this month. 
SWCA oversaw bridge replacement work, TOUA replaced a 
pole, the Pima County Dept. of Transportation addressed 
drainage issues, and the US Census conducted surveys. 
 
SAVE THE DATE for our upcoming 2024 Bi-annual Monitor 
Training scheduled for April 4th and 5th, please see flyer for 
further details.  
 
If you have any questions regarding any of our projects/
events, please feel free to contact David Tenario: (520) 573-
4056, Geena Johnson: (520) 573-4055, Cie’na Schlaefli: 
(520) 573-4054, or Kim Encinas-Paredes: (520) 573-4053. 
 
Thank you and enjoy Earth Week! 
David Tenario, NRD Director 
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Emergency 911 

Tohono O’odham Police 

Department 

(520)383-3276 or 

(520)383-3267 

Tohono O’odham Na-

tion Animal Control 

(520)383-6482 

Ranger Department (520)807-8499 

San Xavier Ranger Cell-

phone 

(520)471-8092 

Ranger Supervisor (520)807-8484 

Community Assist  - 2 Illegal Dumping-1  

Suspicious Activity -5 Property Damage -2  

Public Assist -3 Trespassing - 3 

Animal Control -6 Assist Other Agency  – 3 

Hello Wa:k Community, 

Curbside Service: 

Reminder if you don’t have curbside service. 

Tohono O’Odham Solid Waste provided curbside service for 

$18.00 every three months. 

If you are interested, please contact the Ranger Department. We 

will provide you with the application. 

Please do your part to keep the community clean. 

Also, contact the Tohono O’odham Solid Waste office if you have 

any large items that you need picked up. 

Community: 

The District has a week of activities set up for Earth week this 

month. Please join us. 

 
Important Telephone numbers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal Control: 
Please contact Tohono O’odham Nation Animal 
Control if you have a dog or cat problem. T.O.N 
Animal Control (520)383-6482. Also, remember to 
get your dog or cat spayed and/or neutered. Help 
control the pet population.  
 
Cemeteries:       
A reminder to keep the cemetery clean and please 
properly dispose of all trash. We are in the process 
of obtaining bins for you to dispose waste. (only 
at the cemetery). 
 

 REMINDER: 
  
Report any suspicious persons, activity, or vehicles 
to the police department. Thank you for doing your 
part in keeping our community safe.  
The staff sends their prayers and thoughts to all 
the families who have lost a loved one in the past 
month. May the Creator be with you during this 
time.  

Stats for March 2024 

Ranger Department 

  

SAN XAVIER DISTRICT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MEETINGS 

WITH THE COMMUNITY WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 15 & 23 

AT THE DISTRICT COUNCIL CHAMBERS, both at 6pm  

The San Xavier District is ready to seek your input on the 

development of a COMPREHENSIVE PLAN for the San Xa-

vier Community. Two Meetings will be held with the Com-

munity, the first on Monday night, April 15, and the sec-

ond on Tuesday night, April 23, both at 6pm in the SXD 

Council Chambers. The San Xavier District government 

hired the consulting firm “The Planning Center” to assist 

in this process. The Planning Center previously assisted 

the District with the creation of San Xavier District’s De-

velopment Review Manual in 2010.  

The San Xavier District Comprehensive Plan will be a guid-

ing document that will compile our Community’s goals 

and vision for the next 10 years and also reflect an imple-

mentation plan in which we can reach our goals. Direct 

input from these meetings, data from prior community 

documents, along with the data gathered from our 2023 

Door-to-Door Wa:k Community Survey will be utilized to 

create an encompassing Community document. We hope 

you can attend these meetings to provide your input for 

the Comprehensive Plan. Thank you. If you have any 

questions, please call the Planning Department, Mark 

Pugh at 520-573-4076 or John Baskett at 520-573-4075. 

Planning Department 
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As we are in the middle of tax season, we wanted to take a 

moment to address an important matter that concerns all of 

us: scam phone calls. 

 

During tax season, there tends to be a rise in fraudulent activi-

ties, especially through phone calls. Scammers will often imper-

sonate government agencies or financial institutions, looking to 

obtain personal information or financial details from unsus-

pecting individuals. 

 

It's important for all of us to remain vigilant and cautious when 

receiving unsolicited phone calls, especially those claiming to 

be from the IRS, tax authorities, or any other financial institu-

tion. Some have even impersonated law enforcement agencies, 

threatening criminal charges if fines aren’t paid.  These scam 

callers may use various tactics to intimidate or deceive individ-

uals into providing sensitive information or making payments. 

 

Some warning signs of a scam call include  

 Impersonator scams 

 Debt relief and credit repair 

 Business and investments 

 Charity 

 “Free trials” 

 

To help safeguard yourself against these scams, we have in-

cluded a link to consumer advice from the Federal Trade Com-

mission regarding scams. 

 

Scan the QR code to access the link or you can go to: 

 

https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/phone-scams 

 

 
 

Please take a moment to review it, as it includes helpful infor-

mation on what to look for if/when you receive these calls. 

Information Technology 

Happy Easter Season! 

Celebrate our New Life in Christ for 50 days. 

 

Thank you to all who helped lead the Stations of the 

Cross during Lent and those who ministered at the Holy 

Week Services. 

 

Congratulations to the adults who received their First 

Communion on Holy Thursday! 

(Johnnea Antonio, Jovan Antonio, Kassandra Armenta, 

Cristian Guarista, Aaliyah Lee) 

 

Congratulations to the adults who were initiated into the 

Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil! ( Mia Figueroa, 

Charles Forbes, Amaya Haro, Raul Haro, Braylynn James) 

Baptisms of Infants: April 13 

Next openings is in September 

Confirmation of teens and Adults: April 23 at 7:00 PM 

San Xavier Mission 

https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/phone-scams
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O’odham Ap’edag Ki:/ 
People Wellness House 

I want to give a BIG Thank you to all the students and their families for  

making Family Day a successful event. I enjoyed the beautiful day with good company, lots of 

good food, and exploring and learning about beautiful animals. I finally saw the lion face to 

face… he is absolutely beautiful! We look forward to having more Family Days events in the 

future. 

 I also would like to thank the PWH staff for making this event happen. 

-Irma Tucker, Program Administrator 

The People's Wellness House after-school youth groups went to eat at Golden Corral before 
visiting the Reid Park Zoo. The kids piled on fried chicken, french fries, macaroni and cheese, 
and other sorts of delicious foods on their plates. After eating, they located the ice cream ma-
chine and topped their ice cream cones with Gummy Bears. What a treat! 
- Genevieve James, Case manager 

S-keg Tas Wa:k Community, 
The month of March was an exciting one for all children, their siblings, parents, and staff. It 
was a 2-day event with lunch at Golden Corral and then to Reid Park Zoo. The K- 3rd graders 
went on Monday 03/11/24, and 4 -6th graders on Tuesday 03/12/24. The children enjoyed eve-
ry moment of the outing while accompanied by their parents, grandparents, and the staff. Chil-
dren toured the zoo, rode the carousel, and picked their own zoo animal to ride. 
The trip was an enjoyable one. Seeing the excitement and happy faces of the children was all 
that counted and brought joy to the staff. We thank all Parents & Guardians who attended.         
                                                                           Margaret Unito, Case Manager 

Everyone had a great time. We all enjoyed having lunch together at the Golden Cor-
ral before we went to the zoo. The staff at the People Wellness House came together 
as a team to make this event happen for the children and their families. Thank you to 
the children, the parents, and grandparents. Also, to Irma, Margaret, and Genevieve. 
                                                        Respectfully, Jim Funmaker, Cultural Facilitator 
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SXD Books and Tuition 

Grant   

What is needed for a Book 

and  

Tuition assistance? 

 Completed application  

 Tribal Enrollment/ OR a 

Family Tree if not San 

Xavier enrolled  

 Verification of school 

enrollment  

 Grades from previous 

semester, if applicable.  

 Financial Needs Analysis 

(FNA) for Community 

Colleges & University 

students  

 Billing statement  

 Summary of educational 

goals  

 FAFSA/Award letter  

 General Welfare Law  

  W-9  

The Education and Health 

Committee will review all ap-

plications on the 2nd Tuesday 

of the month (time and dates 

are  subject to change).  

S-ke:g Tas! Happy Spring! 

It is hard to believe we have so little time left in the school year. With approximately 8 

weeks left of school, I strongly encourage you to keep your children active by continuing 

to learn and having fun! For this up-coming SUMMER, the SXD Education Center will be 

opening our doors for SXD students to participate in the following educational programs 

and events/activities: 

• EARLY RISERS (Incoming Kindergarten)  

• ADVENTURE BEGINS AT YOUR LIBRARY SUMMER READING PROGRAM (1st – 

6th graders)  

• MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM (Incoming 7th & 8th graders)  

•  RECOGNITION DAY (Kinder – 6th grade)  

•  RECOGNITION DAY (7TH, 9TH, 10TH & 11TH graders)  

•  SXD HONORARIUM CELEBRATION  

•  INFANT & TODDLER PROGRAM 

Please remember that the above programs and events/activities will take place in June 

and July. More information will be forthcoming on when applications will be available! In 

addition to these programs, I would like to remind all High School Students that summer 

school is right around the corner! If you need to attend to recover or gain credits, please 

look out for more information. Take advantage now so you don’t fall behind. We want the 

children to continue to work hard and be prepared for the next grade or to graduate. 

Please encourage your child/children to do their best. Once again, thank you for your 

continued support of your child's education. Becoming active and involved in your child’s 

education builds healthy children and a healthy community.  

Looking forward to serving you and  everyone else as you continue your education.  

Carmen H. Martinez, Program Administrator  
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GREETINGS FROM THE LIBRARY 

It’s April! 

 

 

 

Greetings from the library! We have been 

extremely busy with our library programs 

as well as our after-school program.  

 We are also excited and preparing for our  

2024 Summer Infant Toddler Program  

Here are some important dates happening 

at the  

San Xavier Education Center 

• March 28, 2024  Pima County Resource 

Navigator (Please see attached flyer) 

• April 24, 2024—STEM Night 6pm—8pm  

• 1st Session Infant/Toddler Program 

June 3—14, 2024 

• 2nd Session Infant/Toddler Program  

July 8—19, 2024 

Both Sessions will be Monday—Thursday 

10:30—11:30. 

• Every first Wednesday of the month, 

Pima County Book Mobile is at the     

Education Center from 3pm—4pm 

Therapy Dog named “Shiloh” continues to 

come to the after school program so the 

kids can read to him. He’s good therapy for 

all of us. 

Call Gertie or Aliza at 520-807-8621 if you 

have any questions 

Feel  free to E-mail us as well at: 

glopez@waknet.org 

aosegueda@waknet,org 

Gertrude Lopez—Learning Resource Coordinator 

Aliza Osegueda—Learning Center Aide 

 

S-ke:g Taṣ  N-hajun,  

 

It is April, and it is almost time to collect Ciolim 

(cholla buds).   

When picking the ciolim, you can use metal tongs 

or the saguaro ribs, cutting it in half and tying a 

string to hold the saguaro ribs together.   

Once it is in position, you can use the tongs and 

pinch the cholla buds, twist and turn, and pluck 

the bud.   

Once the gathering is done, you can use creosote 

bush branches and brush off the thorns.   

The ciolim can be roasted, boiled, and sun-dried 

for storage.  The ciolim are rich in calcium soluble 

fiber that helps regulate blood sugar.  

The afterschool program will continue language 

immersion in O’odham.  Learning the vowels, the 

sun cycle, how are you, and singing O’odham 

songs.  In the Head Start Program, the students 

sing I Am Special in O’odham, Seven Days a 

Week and I’iotĭ Ne’e.   

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Ortega 

San Xavier Culture Language Teacher 
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S-keg Tas Wa:k Community, 

 Blessings to families and students! Our stu-

dents are now nearing the end of the second se-

mester of school. I want to encourage students 

to start focusing on these last two months of 

school. Parents, please talk with your students 

and have them start working on any late and 

missing assignments that must be turned in. It 

will allow them time to improve their grades 

and give them time to complete extra credit as-

signments. Parents and students, keep up the 

great work! 

This month, our VOY students will be attending 

U of A for indigenous day they will get a chance 

to tour U Of A and receive more information re-

garding educational programs that are offered 

at University of Arizona. Ten students from 

VOY were picked to attend the World Water Day 

along the Santa Cruz River in collaboration with 

Alianza Indigena Sin. We will have a family 

STEM night on April 24 , and welcome the com-

munity to attend. 

  Please contact the Education Center if youre 

child is interested in attending the Voices of Our 

Youth or After School Program. Keep an eye out 

for our upcoming summer programs here at the 

education center. On another note, please enjoy 

this summer with free admission for students 

and families at the Desert Museum. You will 

need to bring a tribal ID for free entry. If you 

have any questions contact the Desert Museum 

at (520) 883-1380. Please keep an eye out for 

future events and flyers posted on our Wa:k 

page and in the monthly newsletter for more 

information on upcoming events.  

 Please keep in mind that Community Liaisons 

Gloria and Anna are available to assist students 

and families walk-in, phone, email, or appoint-

ment. 

 May the Creator watch over 

all of you today and always. 

Sa ’pa 

Anna Butler and Gloria Rios 

Community Liaisons Greetings 
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San Xavier District of the  
Tohono O’odham Nation 
2018 W. San Xavier Road 
Tucson, AZ 85746 
Phone: (520) 573-4000 
Fax:     (520) 573-4089 

 


